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The Process of Getting to Online Learning

When the teachers were given the news on 
Thursday that schools would close for 2 weeks, 
they immediately scrambled to figure out how to 
create online content that is as dynamic as the 
content they provide in the physical classrooms.  
Luckily, so many educational companies are 
offering paid services for free!  Then, they 
collaborated like crazy-emails, texts, phone calls 
and video conferencing.  Teachers overcame 
fears.  It’s not like any of them love hearing their 
voice on a recording, and they worried how they 
looked via webcam, but they ploughed through in 
order to figure out ways to get the curriculum to 
the students!  The best part...they were a support 
to each other and taught each other all they knew. 
Together, they were able to rise to the occasion to 
be ready to go for Monday.  

  

The Tools

Here are just a few of the new tools teachers are 
using:

● Google Meet and Zoom-video conferencing 
apps-used for live and recorded sessions

● Flipgrid-a tool for kids to share short, 
awesome videos

● Educreations-unique interactive whiteboard 
and screencasting tool

● Google Classroom-an online learning 
management tool paired with the G Suite of 
apps

● Screencastify-screencasting tool
● CommonLit-online reading program
● ThinkCentral-online resource that works 

with the Journeys Reading Program
● IXL-online personal resource to help 

students build Math skills
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Examples of Lessons 

Flipgrid seems to be particularly popular with the 
younger grades.  However, it is being used in Pre K 
through 8th.   For some, it was as simple as saying 
hello!  The students love making connections.

Zoom and Google Meet are the video conferencing 
preferences for many of our teachers.  They were 
able to read books, sing songs, and practice math 
facts. All teachers had an overwhelming sense 
that the kids NEEDED this connection.  Just 
“seeing” friends was comforting to them!  The 
students didn’t want to “disconnect.”  They 
enjoyed talking to their friends.

Screencastify and Educreations were used to push 
out and teach new content.  They are tools to help 
students understand Math concepts and were also 
used to teach Religion lessons.

“Special” teachers are joining in the online 
learning.  Art lessons were sent to students, who 
love the break from the traditional curriculum. 
And the band played on...lessons via Zoom should 
be starting next week for our Band members. 

  

Testimonials

“Thank you for all that you are doing to try and 
maintain some level of normalcy during this time. 
Lily was so excited to see you this morning.”

Good morning, Mrs. Venafra! Graeme is loving 
these videos. Thanks for taking the time to do 
them. Take care and we look forward to more work 
and videos :)

More Now than Ever!! Thank you for all you do!!!

THANK YOU for everything YOU are doing to keep 
things as normal and smooth as possible for our 
children.  We are eternally grateful to be in such a 
supportive community! Grateful to be at QOA!

I just personally wanted to let you know you are 
doing an amazing job!! Your assignments are clear 
and well organized.

“We’ve been loving it.”

“The teachers are doing a fantastic job.”


